
23rd Sunday after Pentecost – November 8, 2020 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical 
and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will 
be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony. 

Opening Hymn – 844 Praise to the Lord – Listed below  
Greeting - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen. 

Prayer of The Day - Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, you illumine 
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s 
call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another 
with these words.Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 78:1-7 -  
 1Hear my teaching, O my people; 
  incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
 2I will open my mouth in a parable; 
  I will declare the mysteries of ancient times— 
 3that which we have heard and known, and what our forebears have told 
us, we will not hide from their children. 
 4We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds 
and the power of the Lord, 
  and the wonderful works God has done.  
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 5The Lord gave a decree in Jacob and established a law in Israel, 
  commanding our ancestors to teach it  their children; 
 6that the generations to come might know, and the children yet 
unborn; 
  that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 
 7so that they might put their trust in God, 
  and not forget the deeds of God, but keep God’s commandments. 

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.   [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of 
heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  Praise to 
you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
Hymn Of The Day  -  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

CREED -  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Intercession - Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we 
pray for God’s power to come upon the church, the world, and all in need, 
responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “O Lord, make 
haste to help us.” 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, rouse us to prayer and praise, both when we gather for worship 
and when we cannot. Sustain all those who help us to worship at this time. 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Holy Creator, delight us with the autumn beauty of your earth. At this 
change of seasons, give the animals what they need for survival. 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Holy Peacemaker, give peace to all conflicted nations. Quell all attempts at 
violence and halt the desire for retribution. Cure us from prejudice of every 
kind. Teach us how to abide together as one diverse people. Restore 
families and friendships torn apart by political differences. 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Holy Sovereign, grant that all newly elected officials of government will 
work faithfully for the common good. Give them wisdom, honesty, and 
humility. Illumine their convictions with a spirit of cooperation. 
 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us.        
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Holy Protector, bless the observance of Remembrance Day. Bring 
armistice to areas of conflict and keep safe the military who serve in harm’s 
way. Give to all the armed forces a dedication to defend the common good. 
Heal the wounds, both physical and emotional, experienced by active and 
retired service members. 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Holy Healer, bring health and wholeness to those who are sick, those who 
live with chronic pain, and the thousands who daily contract COVID-19. 
Console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Protect those living in 
resettlement camps. Uphold medical care workers, especially in third-world 
countries. We pray especially for those we name here before you. . . 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Holy Beloved, form us into a people close to your heart, and receive now 
our silent petitions: 

A longer period of silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Holy and immortal One, we remember before you all who have died in the 
faith, especially the military and the civilians who died in armed conflicts, 
and those we name before you here…. At the end, bring us with them to be 
with our Lord forever. 

A brief silence. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Receive these prayers for the same of him who lived, died, and rose for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O Holy One of wisdom, throughout human history and today among us 
here, you call us to walk the paths of justice and peace. We praise you, O 
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God of truth, for your precious words. Grant that sheltered under their 
richness as under the tree of life, we live in gratitude and faithfulness, 
through Jesus Christ, your Word and our Wisdom, now and forever. Amen. 

PEACE - The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.  
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 206) & OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 206)  
Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered 
around your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among 
them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks 
for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all 
that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks & praise. 

 
PREFACE (ELW p. 207) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 207) 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 208) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 208)  
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your 
beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on 
the way. Amen. 
BLESSING  

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
 Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
SENDING SONG – 638 Blessed Assurance. – Listed below 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 209)  
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Hymn 844 – Praise to the Lord 
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Hymn 638 – Blessed Assurance 
 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
[Refrain] 
 


